
UPDATE ON LOU WALTER  

July 10, 2020: Journal entry by Terry Walter 

Lou is doing a bit better every day! His doctors are very optimistic. There is hope that he will 

get the external fixture in his leg in the pins in his hand removed in 3 to 4 weeks and then he 

can seriously start PT.  He had a phone call today from Joe and Gayle Simpson and was very 

happy to talk to them. His voice is getting stronger and stronger. If you would like to send 

him a card or letter, he is at Vibra Specialty Hospital of Portland 10300 N. E. Hancock St.,  

Portland OR 87220.  David has ordered a phone stand for him and he’s anxious to receive it 

which will make holding and using his phone much easier. Then he can answer your calls 

and even call you directly. A big thank you to Jennifer Alford, for going in and cleaning Lou‘s 

apartment.  We didn’t even want to think about food in the refrigerator and on the counter, 

since he expected to return the day after his accident. What a blessing Lou’s friends are to 

him.  

7/5/2020: Journal entry by Terry Walter                                                                                                                                   

Lou was much more animated today. The docs told him he’d get the fixture out in about 
three weeks and Lou is excited about that.  He asked for a paper calendar because he’s hav-
ing trouble tracking the days...apparently every day seems the same when all you do is sleep 
& eat in a hospital room.  

6/27/2020: Journal entry by Terry Walter  

From Lou, Saturday afternoon: 

I’m moved to Portland, it’s good to be with Joey.  Thank you for all 

your thoughts, I feel the love. Visitors here are restricted, but when 

I’m a little stronger, I am looking forward to getting on the phone 

with all my friends. 

 

 

6/25/2020: Journal entry by Terry Walter — 23 hours ago 

Lou has been cleared for transfer to a long-term acute care hospital in Portland Oregon. It is 

very close to Joe. He will be transferred by ambulance with an EMT on board because he is 

still medically fragile. There is only one designated visitor for Lou‘s entire stay at the hospi-

tal. Once he gets settled, and is feeling better, I’m sure he’ll appreciate getting phone calls. 

When I have a confirmation that he’s in the hospital, I’ll post an address if you would like to 

drop him a line. Again, thank you for all the good thoughts and prayers for his recovery. He 

still has a long way to go. 

6/23/2020: Journal entry by Terry Walter   

Lou has been moved to......a new room.  Oh well, we’ll take what we can get.  He texted me 

at 12:30 am with the new “address”.  Twelve. Thirty.  A.M.  Later this morning they removed 

the wound vac from the skin graft and felt encouraged that it is healing so well.  He was a bit 

discouraged today, and let us cheer him up.  He sure is touched and encouraged by the cards 

& letters he receives.  Thank you, everyone!  No confirmation yet on a transfer to the West 

Side if the state, but we are praying he improves enough for a move.   /km opeiu8 afl-cio 


