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Avista Bucket Truck Accident 

On Wednesday October 26th, 2016 at approximately 11:00 am an Avista Journeyman lineman was 
involved in a bucket truck rollover accident. The accident occurred outside of Colville Washington, on 
Deadman Creek Rd. (A primitive county dirt road). It was approximately 44 degrees, on a rainy fall 
morning. 

The lineman was traveling along Deadman Creek Rd. approaching a sharp left turning corner, as he came 
within visibility of the corner he met 2 Law enforcement vehicles traveling in the opposite direction at a 
high rate of speed displaying no emergency lights or sirens. When the journeyman saw these vehicles 
approaching him towards his lane, he tried to move over to the right side of the roadway to allow the 
vehicles to go by.  As he slowed to a stop the shoulder of the roadway started to give way. The 
journeyman tried to get the bucket back onto a good road surface, but the bank kept giving, causing the 
bucket truck to slide and eventually tipping to its right side and rolling down the embankment 1 ½ times 
resting on its top 80 feet down the hillside. When the truck came to rest, the driver realized he was 
upside down hanging by his seat belt. He then noticed blood dripping for his head onto the floor 
underneath him. Once the driver was able to free himself, he climbed out of the cab of the bucket truck 
and up to the top of the hill. A local resident to the area was at the spot where the truck left the 
roadway and brought the driver to his house to call 911. When originally descending down the dirt road 
there was a crew chase truck a few minutes ahead of the bucket truck. Once they arrived to the end of 
Deadman Creek Rd. they tried calling the bucket on the radio to see his whereabouts and location. 
When they realized the radios were not working, nor their cell phone, they turned around and went 
back up the mountainous road. 

When they arrived the driver of the bucket had just retuned along with the good Samaritan. The 2-crew 
members rendered 1st aid to the driver’s cuts and wounds bandaging the affected areas. Two law 
enforcement officials and aid car showed up. At this time the bucket truck driver signed refuse to 
transport form. A co-worker from the Colville office showed up and transported the driver to the local 
hospital so he could be evaluated and treated. The driver received 3 staples on his left cheek and 2 
stitches to his to his forehead. The driver was sent home with no lost time. At the time of this report the 
driver said he was stiff and sore where the seat belt made contact with his upper body and hips. 

When looking at this accident it was very noticeable the condition of the roadway. Due to the excessive 
amount of rainfall that has happened during the past month, the roadway and edges were saturated 
with rainfall and runoff. This accident is currently under investigation by the Stevens County Sheriff’s 
Office, due to the circumstances of the Ferry County Sheriff’s Dept. being involved in the outcome of the 
accident. 
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